
K8MR/M 2017 FQP PLANS 

 
As an official Florida property owning Snowbird, this will be my first FQP from the state of Florida. I’ll be 
out as a mobile, mixed mode, single operator, no driver.  

I’m not a fan of no driver class, but this is what I intend to try. Most operation will be while parked. On 
Google Maps Streetview I’ve located a number of county lines that look suitable for county line operation, 
especially on my Saturday route. I hope to take advantage of those county lines, though many are close 
to power lines that can always be problematical. QSOs from a county line count as two QSOs and 
potentially two multipliers. And if you’ve already worked me from one of those counties, no problem, the 
previously worked county’s second QSO will simply be treated as a dupe.  

I will be mixed mode, and will gladly QSY to the other mode. In other QSO parties I have often found it 
more effective to get SSB QSOs by moving a pileup from CW than by trying to find a random frequency 
around the suggested activity areas. On 20 meters I typically use 14151 as the SSB QSY frequency. I know 
K4(K5)KG does likewise; hopefully we won’t have too many conflicts! If so, I’ll just slide up to the first clear 
spot. Not sure about 40 meters; 7151 sounds nice if it is available, otherwise I often use 7130.  

I also intend to make an effort in the regular SSB portions of the bands. If you hear me (or any of the other 
mobiles) on SSB and are able to spot us, please do. Just as a picture is worth a thousand words, a cluster 
spot is worth a thousand watts! If I’m just moving guys from CW it probably isn’t worth spotting, as I’ll 
likely be gone back to CW before anybody could react. 

In some parts of the state, again mostly on the Saturday route, operating while driving may be feasible if 
the pileups are not intense. While driving I’ll be using a memory keyer and paddle, and recording the audio 
for later transcription. I likely won’t be too eager to QSY while driving. So if I don’t want to move, that may 
be what is happening. 

I intend to try CQing on 15 meters (CW) while driving. I don’t expect much, but since I’m not trying to run 
up my score while in motion, anything I find there will simply be an added bonus.  

Sunday morning I’m looking forward to testing the proximity of salt water. I’ll be starting at the rest area 
at the south end of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Manatee county. They I’ll move to the fishing pier state 
park at the north end, which has parts in both Pinellas and Hillsborough counties. Looking in Google Maps 
I can’t find a clear county line marker on the pier, so I’ll likely just do single county operations from there. 
After those counties, I definitely won’t be operating while driving through St. Petersburg and Tampa, so 
don’t worry if I disappear for an hour or so. 

Please note the existence of the K9TM-4 RBN skimmer node in Charlotte County. If you are operating 
assisted, consider checking propagation on 15 (or 20 late at night) by a few CQs on the band. If K9TM-4 is 
hearing you well, let us folks in South Florida know that the band is open! 

I hope to work you all early, and work you all often! 

 

73  -  Jim   K8MR/4 



 

 


